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CHC 330 Funding

At a Senate HELP Committee markup this month, a proposed amendment to increase CHC funding 

sparked several exchanges that put CHCs in an uncomfortable spotlight. 

Most notably, Sen. Roger Marshall (R-KS) —the strongest GOP supporter of CHC funding in recent 

years — said on the record that Congress has been “throwing money” at CHCs without seeing 

measurable results, raising concerns about ongoing Republican support for the program. This 

underscores the urgency of a refreshed strategy for communicating CHC impact and need.

340B Update

SECURE 340B Act

A group of House members we are now calling the “Gang of 4” introduced the bipartisan SECURE 

340B Act, a comprehensive 340B reform proposal to modernize the program. The bill delays a 

rebate for four years and allows unlimited contract pharmacy use. It cracks down on PBMs and 

insurers. While it has been well received by CHC advocates, there are concerns around the patient 

definition, referral prescriptions, and unnecessarily burdensome reporting requirements.

340B Drug Pricing Integrity and Affordability for Patients Act

This month in the Senate HELP Committee Chair Bill Cassidy (R-LA) released his proposal to 

reform the 340B program. The legislative discussion draft, titled 340B Drug Pricing Integrity 

and Affordability for Patients Act (340B for Patients Act), would allow manufacturers to choose a 

rebate model under some circumstances and would put new restrictions on contract pharmacies, 

among other changes. The bill builds on his years-long examination of the 340B Program, 

including the release of a report, a committee hearing, and an ongoing investigation into the 

340B Prime Vendor Program.

mailto:info%40indianpca.org?subject=
https://scottpeters.house.gov/press-releases/peters-joyce-unveil-landmark-bill-to-improve-discount-drug-pricing-program
https://scottpeters.house.gov/press-releases/peters-joyce-unveil-landmark-bill-to-improve-discount-drug-pricing-program
https://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/sxs_340b_drug_pricing_integrity_and_affordability_for_patients_act_discussion_draftpdf.pdf
https://www.help.senate.gov/rep/newsroom/press/chair-cassidy-releases-report-on-340b-reform-calls-for-congressional-action
https://www.help.senate.gov/rep/newsroom/press/chair-cassidy-delivers-remarks-during-hearing-on-340b-drug-program-impact-on-american-patients
https://www.help.senate.gov/rep/newsroom/press/chair-cassidy-continues-investigation-into-340b-drug-program-seeks-information-from-340b-prime-vendor-1
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Developing the Community Health Workforce Act (H.R. 8629)

•	 ACH is working with Reps. Raul Ruiz (D-CA) and Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) to 

advance the Developing the Community Health Workforce Act  

(H.R. 8629).  

More information can be found here. 

Medicaid Work Requirements

A coalition of 25 states and the District of Columbia filed a lawsuit challenging CMS’s interim 

final rule implementing Medicaid community engagement requirements. 

The lawsuit argues that the rule unlawfully narrows protections for medically frail individuals, 

increases administrative barriers that could lead eligible beneficiaries to lose coverage and 

imposes new implementation requirements on states after they had already begun preparing for 

the law.
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1. Support Grow-Your-Own Workforce
Development:
Reduce the burden for external recruitment and
shift to local development by integrating CHCs into
federal apprenticeship programs and supporting
partnerships with local community colleges. This
enables hiring from within, creating more local jobs,
and ensuring longer-term stability for patients.

2. Enhance Local Workforce Flexibility: 
Establishing new loan repayment & scholarship

H.R. 8629 creates a sustainable healthcare
workforce pipeline, offering:

Priority for Rural & Underserved Communities:
The bill prioritizes National Health Service Corps
assignment applications associated with health
centers and rural health clinics.
Local Workforce Loan Repayment & Grant
Funding: Through new grants and loan
repayment options, CHCs can better recruit,
retain, and train needed providers.
Expand Clinical Capacity: Partnerships between
hospitals and CHCs will support training of more
medical residents in community-based settings
by allowing qualifying hospitals to expand their
resident training capacity.
Enhanced Team-Based Care: The bill authorizes
reimbursement for behavioral health, peer
support, and case management services under
Medicare & Medicaid, expanding access to
integrated, team-based care. 

H.R. 8629
Developing the Community
Health Workforce Act

 A C T I V E  L E G I S L A T I O N   

advocatesforcommunityhealth.org

Community health centers (CHCs)
serve nearly 34 million patients
nationwide, yet workforce
shortages threaten access to care,
especially in rural and underserved
communities. 

OUR ASK:
Please cosponsor H.R. 8629, the Developing the Community Health
Workforce Act, to help address workforce challenges and expand access to
care in rural and underserved communities.

3. Increase Integration & Sustainability: 
Providers need to focus on care, not paperwork.
By authorizing reimbursement for behavioral
health practitioners, case managers and other
specialists, staff can work at the top of their
license, reducing provider burnout and improving
care for rural and underserved populations. 

Strengthening the workforce, expanding access, and improving health outcomes.

COMMITTEE REFERRAL
 Energy & Commerce

Ways & Means

INTRODUCED
April 30, 2026

HOUSE
Growing 
co-sponsors

SENATE COMPANION
TBD

WHAT THIS BILL DOES

HOW THE BILL WORKS

WHY IT MATTERS

All communities need a strong CHC
workforce to ensure timely, accessible,
and high-quality care

Investing in local talent builds a
sustainable healthcare pipeline that
strengthens communities for the long-
term with job creation, greater efficiency,
and better patient outcomes.

The Developing the Community Health
Workforce Act strengthens and expands the
community health center workforce by providing
funding, flexibility, and policy tools to recruit,
train, and retain health center staff, especially in
rural and underserved communities.

THE IMPACT

program grant opportunities gives health
centers additional tools to address regional
workforce shortages and staffing challenges.

Find out more at:

IPHCA Policy & Advocacy 
indianapca.org/policy-advocacy/

or contact  

IPHCA Policy Director, Julia Ketner:  
indianapca.org/people/julia-ketner/
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