Bed tracking, Patient tracking and Resource tracking

In the event of a natural or man-made emergency the Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH) has provided hospitals with a software product from EWA Phoenix through the Hospital Preparedness Program http://www.hhs.gov/aspr/opeo/hpp/ that has capabilities of bed tracking, patient tracking and resource tracking for the hospitals in Indiana.  Although these programs are not available to health centers at this time, through understanding what is currently used by the hospitals in Indiana health centers can anticipate what information will be utilized and available to the hospitals in the event of an emergency.

Bed Tracking

The bed tracking system, or Bed Availability as part of the Hospital Resource management system within EWA Phoenix, is primarily a system for determining the available type and kind of staffed beds within the hospital at any given time.  The primary purpose for the gathering of this data would be to support medical surge caused by a variety of possible natural and man-made events.  Knowing where available beds exist would assist the response by ensuring the appropriate distribution of victims.    

Further information about the Hospital Available Beds for Emergencies and Disasters (HAvBED) is available at http://www.ahrq.gov/prep/havbed/.   
Patient Tracking

Patient tracking, as part of the Hospital Resource Management system within EWA Phoenix, would allow the tracking of victims from initial identification through discharge.  It is designed to begin with the first responders, provide information to the receiving hospital and then follow the victim throughout the course of treatment.
Resource Tracking

The tracking of resources, or Material Management within EWA Phoenix, allows for the tracking of equipment and inventory.  This could include items such as the type and kind of equipment, where it is located and the maintenance schedule.  Inventory includes anything from daily used items to the receipt, distribution and accounting of medication.

More information about the programs and the state’s vendor, EWA Phoenix, can be found at their website: https://www.ewaphoenix.com/.  
