Suggested Talking Points/Background Health Care Reform Passage

Background: The Senate reform bill, which will be signed into law by the President this week, provides $700 million in guaranteed Federally-Qualified Health Center funding for FY 2011 ($7 billion over 5 years), beginning October 1. The bill also provides $1.5 billion for facility/capital funding, also guaranteed. The second (reconciliation) bill, which was also passed last evening, and which goes to the Senate for approval, would change the Federally-Qualified Health Center funding level to $1 billion in FY 2011 ($9.5 billion over 5 years). All of the above funding levels are IN ADDITION to current health center funding over that period. The first bill provides $290 million in FY 2011 ($1.5 billion over 5 years) in guaranteed funding for the National Health Service Corps, tripling its size. 
Suggested Talking Points:

As a provider on the front lines of health care, we applaud the Senate health reform package passed by the House.  The legislation is the right medicine for our country.  It will extend affordable health care coverage to 32 million people and focus on cost-effective primary health care and preventive care.

We are very proud and humbled that Congress and the President have made health centers an integral partner in improving the nation's health care delivery system. The health reform package passed by the House will preserve, strengthen and dramatically expand the Health Centers Program, and positively impact the care we provide to our patients every single day.

We thank our leaders in Congress who supported this landmark health care reform.  Our country needed a plan that would deliver both expanded health care coverage and access to a health care home – and, thankfully, this legislation does just that.   The health care reform legislation expands insurance to 32 million people and invests in prevention through a significant expansion of Federally-Qualified Health Centers.   It also provides funding to bring more primary care providers to communities where they are scarce.  It accomplishes this while also reducing the deficit.  

Regarding the Executive Order by President Obama on Abortion:

The President’s executive order does not change what our mission has always been.  Our health center, like all other Federally-Qualified Health Centers across the country is funded by Section 330 of the PHS Act (also called Federally-qualified health centers, or FQHCs).  We will not and do not provide abortions to patients, and we are not aware of any health centers that have ever done so.  
The President’s Executive Order makes clear that the Administration’s policy, clarified earlier by Health and Human Services Secretary Sebelius, is that no federal funds will be used for abortion services; that policy clearly applies to us and all health centers and their operations. 

As someone who works at a health center, I am very proud of our work and our success.  Our mission, which has consistently drawn bipartisan support over the years, has always been to provide preventive health care that improves and restores health.  That is what we do, and what we will always deliver for our community. 

